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He said his staff deserves 
thanks for the job they’ve done 
handling the program, which is 
in its second year in the district.

“We hope to do it again next 
year,” Peters said.

Patsy Ovalle, Wharton 
ISD food service director, was 
pleased with the way the pro-
gram went this summer.

“It went well,” she said. “It 
works out: The summer school 
students get fed, and then we 
feed the Boys & Girls Club and 
the neighborhood kids.”

Attendance was about 250 
children per day, Ovalle said.

“The Boys & Girls Club 
brought a hundred right there,” 
she said. “Especially if they 
didn’t have sitters, that’s where 
they went.”

Boling and East Bernard’s 
school districts did not have a 
summer feeding program this 
year, according to offi cials at 
both districts.

ñProgram
feeds youth
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Holik doing his part 
serving in Baghdad

Jonathan Holik

By SHANNON CRABTREE
scrabtree@leader-news.com

A Louise High School graduate is doing his part to make 
sure U.S. Army forces in Iraq remain on the go.

As a wheeled vehicle mechanic, Specialist Jonathan Holik 
deployed June 25 with the 955th Engineering Co. to Camp 
Liberty in Baghdad. He is responsible for unit maintenance 
and recovery operations on gasoline and diesel fueled wheel 
vehicles, and associated items; and helps with unit main-
tenance and recovery operations on track, heavy wheel 
vehicles, and on material handling equipment.

The son of Charles and Margaret Holik, the 2003 Louise 
graduate had served in the U.S. Army Reserve two and a half 
years before receiving deployment orders.

“He was pursuing a degree in criminal justice at Remington 
College in Houston,” his father said.

Holik received word he would be called up to active duty 
on April 24 from his Army Reserve Unit in Yoakum.

Assigned to the 955th Engineering Company for 400 days 
of active duty as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom, he was first 
sent to Kuwait for training June 9 before reporting to Camp 
Liberty.

Camp Liberty is located northeast of the Baghdad 
International Airport and is home to about 14,000 U.S. troops 
serving in Iraq.

Until 2007, Holik’s unit was a pipeline construction com-
pany, according to the Fort Leonard Wood military publica-
tion The Guidon. They are now detailed to repair and replace 
barriers at Iraqi compounds.

Holik should be overseas until sometime next summer.
After he returns stateside, he plans to continue training 

for a career in criminal justice.

Council fills slots on numerous city boards
El Campo City Council 

tapped dozens of members of 
the public to serve on volunteer 
boards during June sessions 
ranging from construction 
codes to the industrial develop-
ment effort.

Standing boards are listed 
below. New appointments and 
reappointments are listed in 
italic text. Each is followed by 
the date of first appointment. 
Those appointed were:

Board of Adjustment
Jake Brodsgaard (2007), R. 

Cecil Davis (1987), Ben Ger-
berman (1979), Bob VonDerAu 
(1999), Philip Miller (1989), 
Ken Shanks (1999) and Paul 
Soechting (1996).

Board of Health
Dr. John Wissinger, health 

offi cer; Andy Waligura, health 
inspector; and John Steelman, 
city manager.

Building Board
Patrick Hlavaty (2002), Ed 

Polasek (1992),  P.J. Herrmann 
III (1999), Josh McCown (1993) 
and Calvin Pfeil (1991).

Building Standards Board
Otha Edison Jr. (1990), Bart 

Arrendondo (1996), Gordon Sor-
rel (1991), Kenneth Socha (1998) 
and Daniel Zalman (1998).

Electrical Board
Lawrence Knebel (1962), 

Juan Arredondo (2008), Wes-
ley Lange (1986), James Pierce 
(2008) and Tommy Staff (1998).

Mechanical Board
Jim Cannell (1986), Carl 

Eldrige (2002), John Arnold 
(1986), Anthony Ott (2006) and 
Kevin Green (1992).

Plumbing Board
Robert Garcia (2007), Gary 

Tupa (1983), Ed Kulcak (1981) 
and Pat Gwosdz (1992) along 
with Steelman and City Health 
Offi cer Dr. John Wissinger. 

Building Offi cial Andy Wali-
gura serves as a staff member.

Planning & Zoning
Jake Brodsgaard (2008), Jeff 

Fuechec (1999), Sherry Roddy 
(2006), Leon Macha (2008 for 
unexpired term through 2009), 
Bob Wilkins (2001), John Han-
cock Jr. (2008) and Jim Leslie 
(1999). John Steelman serves 
as the Planning and Zoning ad-
ministrator.

Housing Authority Board
(Appointed by the mayor)

Shannon 7/8/08 Keith Gib-
bons (2007), Janie Delgado 
(1988), Yvette Garcia (1999), 
Bernice Carter (1993) and Os-

car L. Taylor (2002). Executive 
Director Vickie Molina serves 
as staff.

Grievance Board
Doug Ondrias, appointed 

by Anthony Collins; Joe Tom 
Davis, appointed by Philip 
Spenrath; Gwen Johnson, ap-
pointed by Gloria Harris; D.B. 
Lundy Jr., appointed by Ken-
neth Martin; Troy Wood, ap-
pointed by Robert Boone; and 
Melvin Parker III appointed by 
Ed Erwin. Councilman Richard 
Young has yet to make his ap-
pointment.

City Development Corp.
Donald Naiser (2008 for an 

unexpired term through 2009. 
Naiser is also a former CDC 
board member), Gwen Willis 
(2001), Randy Collins (2006), 
Bobby Perez (2000, although he 
had served on the board pre-
viously) and Alan Heskamp 
(2008). 

Ex-offi cio members are May-
or Phillip Spenrath, City Man-
ager John Steelman, El Campo 
Economic Development Corp. 
President Cecil Davis, the El 
Campo Chamber of Commerce 
President and El Campo Cham-
ber President Becca Socha. 
Executive Director of the CDC 
serves as staff.

Northside Board
(Four members appointed 

by the city)
City -  Abby Goerig (1995), 

Gordon Sorrel (1989), Richard 
Young (2008) and John Han-
cock Jr. (2008).

School - Linda Raun (1993), 
David Wendt (1991), Adam 
Gusman and Lisa Hernandez.

Standing - City Manager 
John Steelman, Superinten-
dent Mark Pool, Chamber Ex-
ecutive Director Becca Socha, 
ECEDC President Cecil Davis, 
CDC Representative Chandra 
Spenrath, Wharton County 
Junior College President Betty 

McCrohan and University of 
Houston Victoria President 
Tim Hudson.

It is staffed by Executive Di-
rector Irene Barr.

Community Services 
Board 

Troy Washington (2002), 
Garrett Tupa (2008), Ronny 
Wind (2004), Steve Gularte 
(2004), Sally Wilkins (1999), Al-
len Collins (1998), Becca Socha 
(1998), Gabriel Jasso (2007) and 
Terald “Bam” Robinson (2003).

City Liaison to Museum 
Board

Robert Boone (2001).

El Campo Health Facilities 
Development Corp.

Veronica Richards (2002), Ed 
Weinheimer Jr. (2005), Marti 
Arbuckle (2008), J. Michael Ap-
pling (1996) and Becky VonDe-
rAu (2008).

Aquatic Center Board
Marilyn Sorrell (2006), Mon-

ica Bard (2006), Cecilia Polasek 
(2008), Chris Barbee (2006), 
Eddie Miranda (2007), Lisa 
Raun (2006) and Steve Gularte 
(2006).

Fire Prevention Board
Jimmy Nielsen (2001), Irma 

Rocha (1990), Jimmy George Jr. 
(1999), Gary Charbula (1987) 
and Turk Krenek (1989).

Central Appraisal 
District Board

Robert Boone (2008).

Charter Review 
Commission

Current members are Alma 
Robinson, P.J. Herrmann Jr., 
Steve Cooper, John Merck and 
Paul Soechting. A new commis-
sion should be appointed this 
month.
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